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Hello all you Junior Handlers out there! Did you know that you
are the future of our sport? Did you realize that all us “oldies”
wish we had discovered agility when we were young like you? And
did you know that many of the top British world-class handlers
began their agility careers just like you, as juniors?

Well, you do now! So this is the first in a series of four articles
dedicated to you. | hope you will enjoy them and that they will
inspire you to go on to even greater things and to take our sport

to levels we can only dream about.

First And Foremost—Fun!

| wonder what first got you interested in
this fascinating sport. | guess a love of dogs
or family pet that needed something to do
before he drove the household crazy? Having
a friend or other family member involved in
agility? Maybe you saw a demonstration at
a show or even on TV?

Whatever your reason for starting agility,
having fun must rate highly in your motivation
to continue. In fact, if you are to compete in
agility trials and do well, fun has to be the
most important rule that you play by.

Fun for You

Your dog can tell whether you are enjoying
his company or not.

Have you ever come home from school to
find your mum, dad, or guardian worrying
about something that had happened during
the day? Have they then come out to join
you for a promised game in the park or the
yard and have you felt that they are “not
quite with you™? Well, that's how your dog
will feel if you try to have a training session
with him when you are not really in the
mood. He will know that your heart is not
quite in it and that you are still thinking
about something that happened at school.

So, rule number one is:

Make sure you are in the right frame of mind
to give your dog 100% of your attention
throughout the play/training session.

Do not try to train your dog with 5 minutes to
spare before you have arranged to meet your
friends for a game of basketball or soccer or
when you know you will be expected to go
eat supper, do homewaork, or help with that
promised household chore. Your dog is not
your excuse for getting out of these.
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